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NEWS AND COMMENTS 

Edited by Lester B. Shippee 

The department of historical research in the Carnegie institution of 
Washington is collecting the material for an edition, in several volumes, 
of the correspondence of Andrew Jackson, to be edited by Professor John 
S. Bassett of Smith college, Jackson's biographer. All persons who 
possess letters of General Jackson or important letters to him, or who 
know where there are collections of his correspondence, or even single 
letters, would confer a favor by writing to Dr. J. F. Jameson, director 
of the department named, 1140 Woodward building, Washington, D. C. 

The Honorable Walter B. Douglas, late vice president of the Missouri 
historical society and long actively interested in the work of that organi- 
zation, died on November 7, 1920. 

Beginning on June 2, Professor J. A. James, dean of the graduate 
school and professor of history at Northwestern university, gave a series 
of ten lectures on "The development of American political institutions" 
at the University of Prague. 

The Indiana magazine of history for December, 1920, presents an 
article by George R. Wilson called "Hindostan, Greenwich and Mt. 
Pleasant"; "A pioneer wedding," by Esther McNitt; and "The pocket 
in Indiana history," by T. J. de la Hunt. The Women's club of Madison 
contributes a ' ' History of Madison. ' ' 

For those interested in the great war, in the part of America therein, 
and in certain after effects of the war, two articles in the January, 1921, 
number of Social hygiene are informative. These are ' ' The social hygiene 
program of the army," by Percy M. Ashmun, and "The work of the 
United States interdepartmental social hygiene board, 1919-1920." 

The American political science review for February, 1921, has, in addi- 
tion to its regular features, an article by Quincy Wright on ' ' The control 
of foreign relations," a survey of "Political and social reconstruction in 
France," by Raymond L. Buell, and "Constitutional law in 1919-1920," 
by Edward S. Corwin. 

The Virginia magazine of history and biography for October, 1920, 
prints as usual a number of original documents bearing on colonial and 
revolutionary Virginia. Accompanying "Documents relating to the 
boundaries of the Northern Neck" is reproduced a map made upon the 
basis of surveys made in 1736-1737. 
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The issues of the Bulletin des recherches historiques for January, 
February, and March, 1921, contain a number of articles dealing with 
various episodes of Canadian, and particularly Quebec, history. The 
American colonial historian will find in the ' ' Journal de ma campagne de 
Louisbourg," written by M. de Boishebert in 1758, some interesting com- 
ments ; this document appears in the February issue. 

In the Pahasapa quarterly for February, 1921, published by the South 
Dakota School of mines, there is an article of interest to the student of 
Mississippi valley history in "Some early pictures of the Black hills 
country," prepared by C. C. O'Harra, president of the School of mines. 
The other contributions in this issue are more technical and make their 
principal appeal to students of mining engineering. 

In the Journal of negro history for January appears an article by 
Carter G-. Woodson, ' ' Fifty years of negro citizenship as qualified by the 
United States supreme court," one by Charles H. "Wesley on "Remy 
Oilier, a Mauritian journalist and patriot," and one by J. Fred Rippy 
on "A negro colonization project in Mexico, 1895." The proceedings of 
the annual meeting of the association for the study of negro life and 
history are included in this number. 

Dr. Louis B. Schmidt, professor of history in the Iowa state college of 
agriculture and mechanic arts, has prepared in connection with a course 
of lectures on the economic history of American agriculture a syllabus 
entitled Topical studies and references on the economic history of 
American agriculture (The McKinley publishing company, Philadelphia). 
An introduction outlining the development of the subject is followed by 
a series of topics each of which is accompanied by a selected list of 
readings. 

The Magazine of history (extra number — number 69, 1920) is a Lin- 
coln number. It contains articles by John W. Tarbox, "Abraham Lin- 
coln, the nation 's martyr, ' ' reprinted from the New era of July 25, 1865, 
by Allan Forman, "President Lincoln's unlucky pass," written thirty- 
three years ago for the Magazine of American history, and seven other 
specimens of Lincolniana reprinted from a variety of sources or pre- 
pared for this periodical. 

The Political science quarterly for March, 1921, in addition to con- 
tributions calculated to interest primarily students of government and 
politics, has several articles which should command the attention of the 
historian. Particularly should there be noted Professor Shotwell's 
"Democracy and political morality," "Social evolution during war and 
revolution," by B. Lederer, "France and the Vatican," by Raymond L. 
Buell, and "England and the Egyptian problem.' 
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"The Brendan problem," prepared by Joseph Dunn, with a partial 
bibliography, occupies the leading place in the January issue of the 
Catholic historical review. Father Gilday contributes an account of 
"The sacred congregation de propaganda fide." A document from the 
Archives of propaganda, "Ragguaglio dello stato della religione cat- 
tolica nelle colonie iglesi d 'America," reproduces one of the earliest ac- 
counts of the Catholic religion in the English colonies of America. 

"The Louisiana background of the colonization of Texas, 1763-1803," 
by Mattie Austin Hatcher is the leading article in the January issue of 
the Southwestern historical quarterly. Other articles are "Mirabeau 
Buonaparte Lamar," by A. K. Christian and "A ray of light on the 
Gadsden treaty," by J. Fred Rippy. Altogether this is an interesting 
and valuable number; particularly anything that throws light on the 
obscurity which surrounds the second acquisition of territory from 
Mexico is gratefully received by the historian. 

The Tennessee historical magazine for July, 1920, contains an article 
by W. A. Henderson on "The adventures of de Sota"; a reprint from 
the Mississippi Valley Historical Review of December, 1918, of Pro- 
fessor Sioussat's "Andrew Johnson and the early phases of the home- 
stead bill"; an account of "The North Carolina-Tennessee boundary 
line survey, 1799," by Samuel C. Williams; "Marriage records of Knox 
county, Tennessee" (continued from the previous number), by Miss 
Kate White; as well as general historical news and comments and a 
number of items from the minutes of the Tennessee historical society. 

The annual meeting of the Historic landmarks association of Canada 
was held at Victoria museum, Ottawa, on Thursday, May 19, at 4 p. m. 
His excellency the governor general unveiled a sundial which the 
association placed on Parliament hill to replace one which stood on the 
same spot many years ago and which had been put there by Colonel By 
of the Royal engineers when the Rideau canal was in course of con- 
struction. The new sundial was a gift from Thomas Ritchie of Belle- 
ville, one of the life members of the association. Colonel By was, in a 
sense, one of the founders of Ottawa, as the place was at that time a very 
small village and was named Bytown in his honor. 

The Register of the Kentucky state historical society for January, 1921, 
contains a miscellany including a sketch of the society, an account of 
"The Turner family," by Jozie Mae Turner Matthews, a brief article on 
Lieutenant governor Thruston Ballard (the present incumbent), an 
account of "William Marcus Linney," by Mrs. D. M. Hutton, the story 
of the old Innes fort on Elkhorn creek under the title "A relic of Indian 
days," by George A. Lewis, and the fourth installment of the "History 
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of Woodford county," by William E. Bailey. The latter follows the 
usual type of county history wherein there is made an attempt to bring 
in the name of about every person who in any way can be connected with 
the county. 

The February, 1921, number of the Hispanic American historical 
review has a discussion of the "Causes of the collapse of the Brazilian 
empire," by Percy Alvin Martin, and an article on "Joseph Lancaster, 
James Thompson, and the Lancastrian system of mutual instruction, with 
special reference to Hispanic America, ' ' by Webster E. Browning. The 
bibliographical section is particularly full in this issue; the third part 
of C. K. Jones's "Hispanic American bibiliographies, " Tomas Thayer 
Ojeda's "La seccion de manuscritos de la Biblioteca nacional de Chile," 
and I. A. Wright's "The publications of the history section, faculty of 
philosophy and letters, University of Buenos Aires, Argentina, ' ' together 
comprise nearly half of the whole number. 

The Michigan history magazine appears in another fat, although not 
double, number for October, 1920. The program is a varied one, includ- 
ing a paper by Alvah L. Sawyer on ' ' Our society : how help it to serve, ' ' 
a description of the plant and work of the Minnesota historical society 
by its superintendent, Solon J. Buck, "Aid to education by the 
national government," by Jonathan L. Snyder, "The war record of 
Hillsdale college," by Mahlon H. Buell, "War patriotism in a Michigan 
prison," by James Russell, and an account of Michigan war legislation 
by Charles H. Landrum. The outline of Michigan history, prepared by 
the Michigan state teachers' association, is printed in full. In addition 
to the foregoing there are descriptive articles of two pageants, that at 
Marquette and that at the ' ' Soo. ' ' 

The Missouri historical society has recently received two important 
collections of manuscripts. The first consists of the private and official 
papers of Theodore Hunt of the United States navy, an early resident of 
St. Louis; among the papers is a memorandum book of the Pacific fur 
company containing articles of association, letters, reports, and agree- 
ments, 1810-1813. The book probably belonged to Wilson Price Hunt, 
one of the Astorians. The other collection, comprising the personal 
journals, pay rolls, box-holders' book, letters, et cetera, of George B. 
Berrell, once official prompter and later stage manager of the Grand 
opera house and Olympic theater in St. Louis, together with about five 
hundred "prompt books" of plays given in that city, makes in all an 
interesting and rather complete history of the stage in St. Louis. 

The Wisconsin magazine of history for March, 1921, maintains its 
reputation as a well-edited periodical supplied with worth-while material. 
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The leading article is by Colonel Arthur L. Conger on "The military 
education of Grant as general. ' ' Other contributions are ' ' Doctor Wil- 
liam Beaumont: his life in Mackinac and Wisconsin, 1820-1834," by 
Deborah Beaumont Martin; "Historic spots in Wisconsin" (the sixth 
study, the subtitle of which is "Meeme, a frontier settlement that devel- 
oped strong men"), by W. A. Titus; "Chronicles of early Watertown," 
by William F. Whyte; "An historical museum" (being a statement of 
how to establish such an institution), by Carl R. Fish; and a continua- 
tion of the "Letters of a Badger boy in blue: into the southland." 
"Historical fragments" contain notes on several topics bearing directly 
or remotely on Wisconsin. 

Students of economic phases of history will find in the March, 1921, 
number of the American economic review several studies which throw 
light upon recent historical problems. Herbert J. Davenport discusses 
"The post-war outlook," and 0. M. W. Sprague has an article on the 
"Discount policy of federal reserve banks." The papers and proceedings 
?f the thirty-third annual meeting of the American economic association 
are published in a Supplement to the March number. Most of the papers 
ai? technical in content but many of them contain information and sug- 
gestions which will be of value to the student of American history whose 
interest lies in the more recent period, as, for instance, in John H. Wil- 
liams' "Foreign trade balance of the United States since the armistice," 
several articles on the bituminous coal industry, and in "Federal taxa- 
tion of income and profits, ' ' by Fred Rogers Fairchild. 

Mr. Samuel M. Wilson has, in a pamphlet entitled A review of "Isaac 
Shelby and the Genet mission" by Dr. Archibald Henderson (Lexington, 
Kentucky, 1920. 52p.), submitted to critical analysis Mr. Henderson 
article which appeared in the Mississippi Valley Historical Review 
for March, 1920 (6:451-469). The keynote of the review may perhaps 
best be stated in the writer's words: "The chief fault the writer has to 
find with the article in question is with certain comments and conclusions 
or characterizations, and not with those facts narrated, which are based 
upon indisputable records." Mr. Wilson is of the opinion that Shelby 
has suffered unduly at the hands of most commentators. Incidentally it 
may be noticed that in this review one finds a pretty complete bibliogra- 
phy of material bearing upon the whole Genet-Shelby-Clark episode. 

The revived Quarterly historical magazine of William and Mary college 
made its appearance in January under the editorship of J. A. C. Chand- 
ler and E. G. Swem. The leading article is an address by Alton B. 
Parker, chancellor of the Sulgrave institute, entitled "The foundations 
of Virginia." The other contributions are scattered over a wide field 
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and include several documents hitherto unprinted hearing on various 
phases of Virginia history. The second number, that of April, has an 
address delivered by J. Herbert Claiborne before the Maryland society 
of New York, entitled "William Claiborne of Kent island," and an 
account of Christopher Eobinson's home, "Hewick on the Rappahan- 
nock." Robinson was one of the first trustees of William and Mary 
college. Nearly all the rest of the issue is given up to documents, mostly 
of the colonial period. The college of William and Mary is to be con- 
gratulated on the scholarly periodical, which is a worthy .successor to the 
series long conducted by Dr. Lyon G. Tyler. 

The March issue of the Historical outlook contains an interesting 
Sketch entitled "Europe revisited," by Professor Lynn Thorndike. 
Other articles in this number are "Russia — cheering and dishearten- 
ing, " by C. C. Eekhardt ; ' ' Why study far eastern history — and how ? ' ' 
by Professor E. Griffin; "The slave in ancient Attica," by Chloe M. 
Hardy ; and a ' ' Geographical content of history textbooks, ' ' by Superin- 
tendent R. H. Snyder. The April number is opened by a review of 
"Historical studies in English universities," by E. B. Schmidt, an ac- 
count of "Research work in the historical branch of the general staff," 
by Colonel 0. L. Spaulding, Jr., and the "Report of the committee on 
history and education for citizenship : in. Syllabus for ninth grade 
study of American industries," by Miss Frances Morehouse of the 
department of social science in the University of Minnesota high school. 
Miss Morehousis during the current year lecturer in American history 
in the University of Manchester, England. Comments on the committee 's 
report are furnished by Daniel C. Knowlton, Edmund S. Noyes, and 
Irving H. Hart. 

Horace Kephart's Our southern highlanders has just been revised by 
the Macmillan company. This is still regarded as one of the best ac- 
counts that has been written of these peculiar people. 

Hamlin Garland's Ulysses S. Grant, his life and character, originally 
published by the Macmillan company in 1898, has been reissued without 
change. 

The following account of the English historical meeting at Cam- 
bridge is furnished by Professor J. Howard Robinson of Carleton col- 
lege. 

Several members of the Mississippi valley historical association (as 
well as their wives) who are on sabbatical leave and are spending the 
winter in London recently had the very pleasant experience of attending 
the annual meeting of the Historical association. The fifteenth annual 
general meeting was held at Cambridge from January 6 to 10. The 
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Christmas vacation was not yet over and therefore the colleges were able 
to afford ample accommodation for the visitors. 

No finer place could have been chosen, at least from the point of view 
of American guests, for Cambridge has a peculiar attraction in its 
numerous colleges with their long record of scholastic activity. Sooner 
or later during the meetings nearly all the colleges entertained the 
association at lunch or tea or dinner or in the evening. Professor J. 
Holland Rose invited the guests of Cambridge to tea in Christ's college 
on Thursday and in the evening Vice Chancellor Giles opened Emmanuel 
to the visitors. On Friday the association had tea at Caius' and attended 
a reception in the evening at St. John's. Saturday there was lunch at 
Trinity and, for the Americans, tea at Corpus. Sunday noon Peterhouse 
was the host of the association ; the master, Sir A. W. Ward, proved a 
charming host. In addition, visits were made to various other colleges 
where in many cases the master took the pains to indicate points of 
interest. 

But in spite of the high living there was much plain thinking. The 
program of addresses, though not so full as we are accustomed to in 
America, was particularly interesting. The annual address, on Thurs- 
day, was given by G. P. Gooch. This well-known scholar summarized 
the diplomatic development of Europe before the war, bringing to light 
a number of interesting facts that recent publications have made known. 
Mr. Gooch has an exceptionally clear way of presenting his ideas. Fri- 
day morning there were two short addresses. Sir Geoffrey Butler, who 
was with the Balfour mission and who proudly wears the Phi Beta 
Kappa key given him while in America, spoke on the libraries of Cam- 
bridge, while Dr. Cranage revealed by word and picture the "Archi- 
tectural history of Cambridge." At 5 :30 on the same day C. G. Coulton, 
rich in his knowledge of medieval life and legend, dealt with "Just 
price and interest in the middle ages." 

On Saturday morning, Mr. C. R. Fay of Christ's, who was most 
active in making the meetings a success, discussed very effectively the 
social phases of nineteenth century history. In the afternoon of the 
same day a paper was read by the master of Jesus' college, Arthur Gray, 
on "The beginnings of colleges." The American visitors will remember 
him and his college with especial clearness, since they were conducted 
through the buildings of Jesus' college by the master and saw, under 
unrivaled conditions, the evidences of its antiquity. Jesus' college is 
the outgrowth of the older nunnery of St. Radegund, and evidences of 
the earlier buildings have been found in numerous places. 

Not the least of the pleasures that the Americans appreciated was 
the immunity from long and trying business sessions. Yet the Historical 
association is doing an important work for the teachers of history in the 
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secondary schools of England. Professor Grant of Leeds proved an 
exceptionally good chairman of the meetings. Others whose names are 
familiar to American scholars and who have taken an important part 
in the conferences are Professor Pollard and Professor Newton of the 
University of London, Professor Tout of Manchester, C. H. K. Marten, 
history master at Eton, Dr. Morris of Bedford, F. S. Marvin, author of 
the Living past, besides many others. The editorial board is doing 
excellent work in the publication of that valuable new journal known 
by the name of History, for the editorship of which I believe Professor 
Pollard is largely responsible. 

The American visitors returned to London very much the richer for 
the sojourn in Cambridge — richer in inspiration, in acquaintanceship, 
in a knowledge of one of the great university centers of the world. 

The Proceedings and transactions of the Royal society of Canada 
(Third series, volume xiii, meeting of May, 1919 — Ottawa, 1920), con- 
tains, as usual, studies in the sciences and in general literature as well 
as those within the field to which this magazine is devoted. In the 
French section Benjamin Suite presents an article on Pierre Ducalvet. 
"Un hydrographi du roi a Quebec; Jean Baptiste Louis Franquelin," 
by Pierre-Georges Boy, "Louis Rouer de Villeray, premier conseiller au 
conseil soverain de la Nouvelle France," by the same author, and "Jac- 
ques Cartier, etait-il nobile ? " by Regis Roy, are other articles of interest 
to the historian in this section. In the English section may be noted 
"The overland argonauts of 1862," by Judge F. W. Hovey; "A con- 
temporary account of the Navy island episode, ' ' by "William R. Riddell ; 
"A radical and a loyalist; a biographical sketch of Elias Hardy, bar- 
rister at law at Saint John, 1784-1799," by Archdeacon W. 0. Raymond; 
"The significance for Canadian history of the work of the board of 
historical publications," by Adam Shortt; and "David Ramsay and 
Long Point in legend and history," by James H. Coyne. The last- 
named article presents a most illuminating illustration of the processes 
Whereby folklore, myth, and popular rumor become, in course of time, 
inextricably mingled in the popular mind as valid local history. Any- 
one who may be inclined to sympathize with the idea conveyed by the 
phrase "Tradition strong as Holy Writ" would find it profitable to 
discover, by a reading of this study, the process by which popular tradi- 
tion comes into being. 

The members of the program and nominating committees for the 
next annual meeting of the Mississippi valley historical association are 
as follows: 

Nominating committee : chairman, Christopher B. Coleman, Meadville, 
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Pennsylvania ; Charles W. Ramsdell, Austin, Texas ; Isaac J. Cox, Evan- 
ston, Illinois. 

Program committee : chairman, George N. Fuller, Michigan historical 
commission, Lansing ; William Spencer Robertson, University of Illinois, 
Urbana; Eugene C. Barker, University of Texas, Austin; George M. 
Stephenson, University of Minnesota, Minneapolis ; Archibald Henderson, 
University of North Carolina ; John C. Parish, Iowa City, Iowa. 

The chairman of the local committee on arrangements is Benjamin P. 
Shambaugh, Iowa City, Iowa. 

The Roosevelt memorial association is collecting all available material 
on the life of Colonel Roosevelt. Readers of this magazine who have 
letters from him or interesting memories of him are requested to com- 
municate with the association. The address is 1, Madison Avenue, New 
York City. 



